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Account of a fingular Difcovery of Bones in Chrift- 
Church Priory , Hampfhire. By Guftavus Brander, 
Pfq\ In a Letter to the Prefdent. 


Read at the Society of Antiquaries, Jan, 19, 1775. 


DEAR SIR, 

H AVING lately made a purchafe of the fite of the Priory 
of Chriftchurch Twynham, in the county of Hampfhire, 
upon clearing away the rubbilh down to the foundation, in 
order to come at the ichnography of the building, amidft a va- 
riety of apartments, I plainly traced out the refe&ory, a room 
about thirty-fix feet by twenty ; 6n the Eaft fide of which 
was a door-way that led into another room twenty feet by 
eighteen, in which towards the South were two Gothic 
windows. In the Eafternmoft window, near where I fuppofe 
the altar to have flood, the walls being at the leaft five feet 
• thick, was a font hollowed out of the folid ftone of a pentagular 
form, and a hole in the center to let the water off ; circum- 
ftances fufficient to infer it to have been the private chapel 
of the Prior. T wo feet within the fame from the door-way 
1 difeovered a fquare ftone two feet nine inches by two feet, 
well foldered into the adjoining pavement with lead, having the 
appearance of a grave : but how great \vas my furprize, on 
opening it, to find it only a repofitory for about half a bulhel 
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of birds bones, fuch as bitterns, herons, cocks and hens, many 
of which have long fpurs and moftly well preferred : the place 
was about two feet deep, and lined with fquare flone. 

My worthy friend Thomas Aftle, Efq; was prelent at the 
difeovery, which was thought not improper to lay before the 
Society of Antiquaries, over which you prefide with fo much 
luftre. But firft it may not be amifs to note, that, in the time 
of King Edward the Confcflor (according to Tanner), here 
was a dean and twenty-four fccular canons, which afterwards 
were changed into regulars of the order of St. Auftin, the foun- 
dation of this houfe being of a very early date. I fubmit to 
your better judgement, as a conjecture only, whether this 
Chriftian temple might not have been ercCtcd in the early ages, 
on the very fpot on which a Pagan temple had flood; the 
founders of which, to avoid giving offence, and the more to 
conciliate the new worlhip to the Heathens, depofited their fu- 
• perdition in the afore-related refpeCtful manner. I have the 
honor to be, with the greateft regard. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 
moft humble fervant, 

London, Dec. 27, GUSTAVUS BRANDER. 

1774 - 



In opening a vault in the foundation of St. Mary’s abbey, 
York,' a number of fowls bones were thrown out, which I faw 
when I was laft there about five years ago. R. G. 
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